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THIRD WORLD WATER FORUM:
16-23 MARCH 2003

TheThird World Water Forum (TWWF) opened on Sunday,
16 March, at theKyoto I nternational Conference Hall, Japan. The
Forumistaking placein Kyoto, Osakaand Shiga, citieslyingin
the Lake Biwaand the Yodo River Basin Area. The Forum seeks
toidentify concrete actionsto be taken on water issues. It
comprisesaVirtual Water Forum, aWater Voice Project,
Thematic and Regional Dial ogues, aWorld Water Actionsreport,
and the preparation of aMinisterial Conferencethat will beheld
from 22-23 Marchin Kyoto. Heads of State, ministers, |IGOsand
NGOsare participating in 337 sessionson 18 different i ssues. A
Water Fair and Festival “Mizu-En” will be held throughout the
Forum.

On Sunday, participants heard statementsby Crown Prince
Naruhito of Japan, Prince of Orange Willem Alexander of the
Netherlands and Prince M oulay Rachid of Morocco in an opening
ceremony, followed by the presentation of the King Hassan 1
Great World Water Prize. Inthe afternoon, opening plenarieswere
held on: Water and Climate; Water Supply, Sanitation, Hygiene
and Water Pollution; Water and Cultural Diversity; and Water and
Energy. Participants saw the opening of the African regional day
and attended several other sessions, including on World Water
Actionsand on Actionsthrough Partnership.

OPENING CEREMONY

In hisopening remarks, Ryutaro Hashimoto, Chair of the
National Steering Committee of the TWWF, wel comed partici-
pants and expressed hisgratitude to the organizers of the event and
the Government of Japan for hosting the Forum. He noted that at
the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)
held in Johannesburg, it was agreed that the number of people
without accessto clean water and basic sanitation facilitieswould
behalved by 2015. He stressed theimportance of concrete actions
and dialoguefor reaching thesetargets. He underscored three
basi c principles of the Forum: that itisopento al; that it will be
created by the participation of all; and that it should trand ate
visioninto actionsand commitments.

Mahmoud Abu-Zeid, President of the World Water Council,
said the Forum provides an opportunity to take stock of progress
and assesswhat further work isnecessary. He highlighted four
priorities: the development of new world water ethics; the estab-
lishment of afunding facility for water activities; the promotion of
water security; and the prioritization of devel oping-country needs.
Crown Prince Naruhito of Japan noted that water isin astate of
crisis, and said the situation is expected to become more serious.
He stressed water as an efficient medium for transportation and
stated that the TWWF would provide an opportunity to examine
outcomesof theWSSD.

Prince Moulay Rachid of Morocco emphasized the need to:
prioritize water issuesin government programmes; take concrete
measures on water issues; establish good governance over water
resources; and foster domestic and inter-state solidarity.

Prince of Orange Willem Alexander of the Netherlandsunder-
scored theimportance of water-rel ated outcomesfrom the WSSD.
Hehighlighted the need for shared water valuesand moreinvest-
ment in thewater sector. In hisMemorial speech, Crown Prince
Naruhito addressed the historical importance of water transportin
theKyoto, Lake Biwaand the Yodo River Basin region.

Inavideo address, French President Jacques Chirac called on
governmentsto recognize water access asafundamental human
right. He stressed theimportance of partnershipsand called for
international monitoring of thewater-rel ated targetsand goals
outlined inthe WSSD and the Millennium Devel opment Goals
(MDGs).

Prince Moulay Rachid then presented theKing Hassan |1 Great
World Water Prizeto Mahmoud Abu-Zeid (Egypt) and Jerson
Kelman (Brazil) for their contributionsin thefield of water
resource management and devel opment.

WATER AND CLIMATE

OPENING PLENARY: The opening session was chaired by
RajendraPachauri, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
and organized by the I nternational Secretariat of the Dialogueon
Water and Climate (DWC).

William Cosgrove, DWC, presented the DWC'’sresults. He
stressed the need to: devel op toolsfor assessing vulnerahility;
enhance collaboration between climate and water communities;
and build on aliances created through the DWC. Lionel Hurst,
Ambassador of Antiguaand Barbuda, spoke onthemoral dimen-
sionsof global climate change. Hedrew aparallel between
economic systemsbased on slavery and those based on the
burning of fossil fuels, noting their moral depravity. GO.P. Obasi,
World Meteorol ogical Organization, stressed the need to address,
at theglobal level, theimpact of climate change on the hydrolog-
ical cycleand freshwater resources.

L. K. Siddiqi, Minister of Water, Bangladesh, drew attention
to thewater-related vul nerabilities of devel oping countries.
Raberto Costley-White, Minister of Public Worksand Housing,
M ozambique, underscored M ozambique'svulnerability to climate
changeimpacts, including flooding and drought. Melanie Shultz
van Haegen-Maas Geesteranus, Minister of Water, the Nether-
lands, explained that climate change predictionsareinfluencing
severa policiesintheNetherlands, including thoserelatingto
spatial planning.

Motoyuki Suzuki, United Nations University, stressed the
increasein pressure on the planet’slimited freshwater resources.
Hehighlighted the need for international cooperation, but noted
theimportance of site-specific water management practices.
Toshiharu Kojiri, Kyoto University, stressed improving meteoro-
logical information and monitoring networks.

IT PAYSTOBE PREPARED: BETTER PROTECTION
FORTHE MOST VULNERABLE AGAINST THE
VAGARIESOF CLIMATE: Bert Diphoorn, Netherlands
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, chaired this session of speakersfrom
theInternational Federation of Red Crossand Red Crescent Soci-
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eties. Robert Fraser explained that responding to climate vulnera-
bility requires effective partnerships between every sector of
society. Dang Van Tao introduced avideo on community involve-
ment in disaster preparednessin Vietnam and Bangladesh. Lionel
Hurst, Ambassador of Antiguaand Barbuda, explained that many
of the poorest peopl el ack the capacity to adapt and said that new
technologies must be devel oped to mitigate greenhouse gasemis-
sions. Thanh L e presented acase study on the Red Cross response
to extremeflooding of the Mekong Basinin 2000. L essons|earned
includethe need to give more consideration to community priori-
ties, and to form effective partnerships. Madeleen Helmer
explained that the newly formed Red Cross Climate Centre
focuses on disaster preparedness. She noted that the number of
peopl e affected by extremeweather eventstripled over thelast
thirty years. Participants explored disaster preparednessasalink
between relief and devel opment, and discussed issuesrelating to
capacity building, early warning systems, and weather dataavail-
ability and usefulness.

CLIMATE CHANGE INFLUENCE ON FLOOD AND
DROUGHT IN EAST ASIA: EFFECTSAND RESPONSE:
Thissession, chaired by Kaoru Takara, Kyoto University, was
convened by the Committeefor Climate Change Influence on
Flood and Drought. Kenji Nakamura, Nagoya University, recalled
apre-Forum conferenceinitiating work on thisissue. Hidehiko
I sobe, Japan Meteorol ogical Agency, spoke onweather conditions
associated with climate change and stressed theincreasein spatial
and temporal variation of annual rainfall in Japan. Zong-ci Zhao,
ChinaMeteorological Administration, said shortagesinwater
resourcesareaproblem for China, and stressed the need for more
research on how to narrow uncertainties of climate and hydrolog-
ical modelson aregional scale. Noting droughtsand floodsin
Indiaare mainly determined by themonsoonrainfall, P
Mujumdar, Indian Institute of Science, said that forecastshelp
those managing water resources.

UedaTakeshi, Ministry for Land, Infrastructure and Transport,
said planning for floodsand droughtsin Japanisbased onold
statistical dataand that recent climatic phenomenaindicate a
greater annual variation of precipitation than previously recorded.
Hiroshi Uyeda, NagoyaUniversity, explained some problemsand
expectations associated with recording and predicting precipita:
tionin East Asia. Satoru Oishi, Yamanashi University, discussed
evolving technologiesfor observing climate, aswell asvarious
characteristics of Japaneserainfall patterns. Seirou Shinoda, Gifu
University, spoke ontheinfluence of climate change on forest
basins, noting increased run-off. Tomoharu Hori, Kyoto Univer-
sity, explained how dataon human behavior could beusedin
statistical analysesfor risk management of floodsand droughts.

Summary: Chair Takarahighlighted the need to: intensify
observation; develop new hydrol ogical and meteorological tech-
nologies, provideinformation and risk management measures; and
initiate collaboration and dialogue among public, researchersand
officials.

NATIONAL ACTION PLANSAND FINANCIAL
SUPPORT: Thissessionwaschaired by AinunNishat, [lUCN,
and organized by the International Secretariat of the DWC. Henk
van Schaik, DWC, discussed national, basin and regional coping
plans and stressed the need to match local action with adequate
national-level and external financial support.

Explaining that climate changeislikely to causesignificant
changesinrainfall inthe Mekong Basin, Hans Frederick, IUCN,
noted the need for: integrated management; agricultural diversifi-
cation; inter-sector collaboration; and local community involve-
ment.

Max Campos, Regional Committeefor Hydrological
Resources (CRRH), highlighted Central America’ svulnerability
to extreme weather events, including drought and flooding, and
called for increased investment in adaptation.

MariaLamin, European Commission (EC) Directorate General
for Development Cooperation, discussed the consultation draft
“Poverty and Climate Change: Reducing the Vulnerability of the
Poor,” submitted to the Eighth Conference of the Parties (COP-8)
of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC). Stressing that climate changeisaseriousthreat to
poverty eradication, she underscored that climate change adapta-
tion requires capacity building, awarenessraising, and dedicated
financial resources.

Pablo Gonzal es, Organi zation of American States, described a
community-based approach to integrated floodpl ain management
insmall valleysin Central America. Theapproach aimstoincor-
porate early warning and vul nerability reduction componentsinto
integrated floodpl ain management plans, and to support national
andlocal groupsthrough training and technology transfer.

Addressing the development of anational strategy and action
planfor adapting to climate variability in Bangladesh, Ainun
Nishat identified the need to build on existing coping strategies,
and the need for strategic investmentsin infrastructure and
disaster management. AndreaM arla, GEF, explained that the GEF
supports proj ectsthat address adaptation planning and capacity
buildingin particularly vulnerable areas, and outlined the GEF
Trust Fund, L east Developed Countries (LDCs) Fund, Special
Climate Change Fund and the Adaptation Fund.

Bengt Johansson, Swedish International Development
Agency, noted theimportance of considering climate change
impactswithinall devel opment work, and of taking aholistic view
and along-term perspective. Henk van Schaik, on behalf of the
Netherlands' Directorate General for International Cooperation,
recommended afollow-up to the DWC to maintain high level s of
international awarenessregarding thelinkages between water and
climate.

David Grey, World Bank, explained theinfluence of climate
variability on economic growth, noting the high costs climate vari-
ability imposeson African economieswithout major investments
inwater security. MariaLamin highlighted the recent adoption of
the Commission Communication on Climate Changeinthe
Context of Development Cooperation, which aimsto assist EU
partner countriesin meeting the challenges posed by climate
change, in part by supporting their implementation of the
UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol.

IT PAYSTO BE PREPARED: RISKS, INSURANCE
AND FINANCE: LaurensBouwer, Free University Amsterdam,
and Holger Hoff, International Secretariat of the DWC, chaired
thissession. It wasorganized by the I nternational Secretariat of
the DWC and focused on how thefinancial servicesindustry can
contribute to water-rel ated disaster management. Wolfgang Kron,
Munich Reinsurance Company, explained that insured lossesdue
to“great” disastersincreased from US$6.1 billioninthe 1960sto
US$124 billioninthe 1990s. He outlined several causesfor this
increase, including increasesin popul ation, population density,
and thefrequency of severeweather events. lan Fox, Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB), explained that instead of flood control, the
ADB encouragesflood management asaway to reducethe
economic and social costs associated with extremeflooding. In
particular, he said the ADB ispromoting flood insuranceto
protect thelivelihoods of thoseliving in flood proneareasand to
discourage unreasonabl e devel opment in such areas. Mihir Bhatt,
Disaster Mitigation Institute, focused on local lessonsfrom
disaster risk management. He noted that existing financial services
do not adequately providefor water-rel ated disaster risk, particu-
larly in poor communities.

Discussion: Panelistsdiscussed the potential for long-term
partnerships between private and public sector entitiesto further
risk management and information exchange among stakehol ders.
They further remarked on integrating risk assessmentsinto devel-
opment plans, noting the need for risk assessment toolsand
capacity building.
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WATER SUPPLY, SANITATION, HYGIENE AND WATER
POLLUTION

OPENING PLENARY: Yoshitsugu Kunimatsu, Governor of
the ShigaPrefecture, wel comed parti cipantsto the session and
outlined the management of Lake Biwa. Challenging participants
to generate additional prioritiesfor the ministerial meeting,
Richard Jolly, Chair of the Water Supply and Sanitation Collabo-
rative Council (WSSCC), suggested five framework pointsfor
discussion: knowledge vested in people; financing small-scale
proj ects; equity; peopl e-centered participation; and gender. Carol
Bellamy, UNICEF, emphasized that village water supply and sani-
tationin schoolsarecritical componentsin securing girls' access
to education. Pierre-AndréWiltzer, French Minister Delegatefor
Cooperation and Francophony, underscored the need to fund infra-
structure development and decentralize water supply, and
suggested establishing aninstitution to ensuretransparency in
water contracts.

Panel Discussion: AnnaTibaijuka, UN-HABITAT, and
Bellamy highlighted thelinking of water and sanitation at the
WSSD asanimportant advancement. Citing agreater focuson
sanitationin some countries, several participantsunderscored the
WSSD'srolein enhancing policymaking. Peter Gleick, Pacific
Ingtitutefor Studiesin Development, Environment and Security,
stated that the M DGs and WSSD targetswereinsufficient asthey
leave many peopl e without water supply and sanitation and, with
JamieBartram, WHO, stressed low-cost solutionsand “ getting
what isgood enough to all, and not only the best to some.”
Anwarul Chowdhury, High Representativefor LDCs, Landlocked
Developing Countriesand Small Iland Devel oping States, urged
afocuson LDCs, and with Gleick and Bartram, stated that actions
targeting the poor would yield the greatest results. Tibaijuka
stressed the need to consider human settlement patterns, the effect
of HIV/AIDS onwater demand, and the dignity of womenand
girls. Many participantsagreed that both bottom-up and top-down
approaches, and large- and small-scal e projectswereimportant in
reaching thewater-rel ated targets, and emphasi zed the importance
of involving local communitiesin selecting technological options.

WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT AND WATER
POLLUTION: Thissession, organized by the Japan Sewage
Committeefor the TWWF, was chaired by Naohiro Taniguchi,
Japan Sewage Works Association. Hisataka Sokawa, MLIT, drew
attention to the WSSD'’ s sanitation-rel ated target and emphasized
itsinternational significance.

Saburo Matsui, Kyoto University, presented abrief history of
wastewater | egislation and management in Japan. In hisoutline of
key aspects of sewage system development in Jakarta, Eben K oes-
bini Tamani, Jakarta Sewerage Enterprise, emphasized the need to
increaseinstitutional capacity andimprovelocal accessto capital
through ODA and public private partnerships (PPP). Helmut
Kroiss, European Water Association, presented key EU legislation
for maintaining water quality, groundwater protection and effluent
control from sewageinfrastructureand industrial point sources.
Stressing that EU legislation setsnew standardsin aglobal
perspective, he said meeting these goal sacrosstransboundary
river basinsrequires effective cooperation. Highlighting the chal -
lengesfacing sewage utility managersarising from tightening
regulations, technical change and increasing inflow volumes,
Robert McMillon, Water Environment Federation, presented a
range of technical solutions.

Discussion: Acting asmoderator of the panel discussion,
Matsui depi cted the rel ationshi p between urban popul ation density
and different sewage treatment systems, indicating that new and
efficient technol ogies can reduce water and energy consumption.
A panelist suggested that instead of focusing on wastewater treat-
ment, efforts should be directed toward minimizing water use.
Partici pants stressed the significance of information exchange,
education and public participation in reducing pressure on sewage
infrastructure and promoting cooperative watershed management.
Discussionsfocused on thefinancing of sewageinfrastructure

development, maintenance and renewal, covering: cost sharing
between residents, local government, central government and the
private sector; cost recovery mechanisms; and PPP.

WASH: WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE FOR
AL L : Thissessionwasorganized by the WSSCC, chaired by
Richard Jolly and moderated by Jan Pronk.

Hygienepromotion: Valerie Curtis, London School of
Hygieneand Tropical Medicine, stressed theimportance of hand-
washing with soap in preventing deathsand diarrheal diseases.
Dibal ok Singha, Dushtha ShasthyaKendra, outlined hisNGO'’s
methodol ogy for educating acommunity in Bangladesh on
hygieneand sanitation. Merri Weinger, USAID, presented acase
study from the Dominican Republic and identified aselementsfor
success: acomprehensive, multisectoral approach; systematic
methodol ogy; and capacity building.

Environmental sanitation: Roland Schertenleib, Swiss
Federal Institutefor Environmental Science and Technology,
outlined principles of sustainable environmental sanitation, high-
lighting, inter alia, decentralized solutions and people-centered
policies. Rory Villaluna, Philippine Center for Water and Sanita-
tion, described apilot study, and noted several challenges of
promoting ecol ogical sanitation.

I nstitutional options: Pieter van Dijk, International Institute
for Infrastructural, Hydraulic and Environmental Engineering
(IHE), stated that thereisno standard institutional solutionfor
water and sanitation problems, and underscored stakehol der
involvement and small-scal e participatory schemesrelevant to
local conditions.

M onitoring: Sandy Cairncross, Disease Control Vector
Biology Unit, presented resultsfrom field trial s of evaluation and
monitoring studies on accessto water and sanitation in Kenya
RivkaKfir, Water Research Commission of South Africa,
presented findings of apilot study on assessing the WSSCC indi-
catorsfor meeting Vision 21 objectives, highlighting the cost of
performing surveysasapotentia barrier.

Community-based approaches: In hispresentationon
scaling up community management of water systems, Patrick
Moriarty, IRC International Water and Sanitation Centre, stressed
that while community management isimportant, it does not
replace government responsibility for water systems. Edgar
Quiroga, Univeristy of Valle, Colombia, discussed thelimitations
of community management and proposed associ ation of water
committeesand government participation asalternatives.

Discussion: Participantsdiverged on entry pointsfor
addressing water-rel ated problemsand on whether or not water,
sanitation and hygiene should be de-linked.

WATER AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY

OPENING PLENARY: Thissessionwasconvened by
UNESCO, the French Water Academy, and the Japan Center for
AreaStudies. JanosBogardi, UNESCO, underscored the central
role played by culturein providing solutionsto theworld’ swater
crisis. Jean-Louis Oliver, French Water Academy, stated that
water issignificantinall culturesas seenthroughitsrepresenta-
tionin, amongst others, poetry, music, and literature. Tadao Ando,
University of Tokyo, explained that he has combined architecture
withwater in order to create apoetic atmosphere and stimulate
thought on the rel ationship between peopleand water. Kazuhiro
Takai, Okami-no-Kami and Kifune Shrine, presented a history and
overview of the Shrine dedicated to the Water God.

Evo Morales, Representative of 1ndigenous Peoples’ Organi-
zations, called on the organizers of the TWW(Fto providefor
greater involvement of indigenous peoples. Jeannette Armstrong,
Traditional Knowledge K eeper, stated that everyonehasaspiritual
responsibility to protect water and must remember that actions
taken now will impact on future generations. RoimataMinhnnick,
Maori, stated that legal claimspresented by the Maori peopleto
the New Zealand Government have not yet resulted in obtaining
theright to exercise authority and control over their water
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resources. MariaJose Vifials, Ramsar Convention, stated that
wetland cultural heritageincludes cultural landscapes, works of
art, heritage buildings, and tools. Marta Pan, scul ptor, introduced a
range of her water-inspired artwork.

TRANSLATING THE CULTURAL DIMENSION OF
WATER INTO ACTION: Thisevent was convened by
UNESCO, the French Water Academy, and the Japan Center of
AreaStudies. Terje Tvedt, University of Bergen, explained that
one purpose of the upcoming UNESCO book series onthe history
of water and civilization isto improve understanding of the
current water challenge. Misako Ohnuki, Asia/Pacific Cultural
Centrefor UNESCO (ACCU), stated that ACCU produces chil-
dren’sbooksrelated to nature, and providesliteracy learning
material dealing with environmental issues. FrancisJosé-Maria,
Intercommunal Syndicate of Water Distribution of the Corniche
desMaures, introduced an education programme on water and
cultural diversity for children. Claude Salvetti, French Water
Academy, presented aworldwide survey carried out by the French
Water Academy on different means of water education. AnnelLe
Strat, Public Society for Water Management in Paris, outlined
water education classes convened for French school children.

Claudine Brelet, Network on Water Anthropol ogy for Engi-
neering and Sociocultural Interaction (NETWA), explained that
NETWA consistsof aninternet-based network of anthropol ogists
that promoteswater rights. Lye Mudaba Yoka, University of
Kinshasa, noted that the Congo River iscentral to art-making and
stated that the Pan-African Music Festival promotes peaceand
dialogue among Congo-based communities. Honoré Mobonda,
Marien N’ Gouabi University, introduced the Congo River
people'sculture and explained how river culture promotes
peaceful relationships between different ethnic groups. Samia
Galal Saad, University of Alexandria, outlined theimportance
attributed to water by the K oran and noted that women have
started to call for more effective water management practices. José
Badelles, Author, reviewed thetreatment of water in Filipino chil-
dren’sbooksover time. Masayuki Aizawa, Nippon Koei Co.,
stated that hydroscape, theform water adoptsasaresult of hydro-
dynamic mechanisms, isrepresented in avariety of artworks.
Bernadette de VVanssay, French Water Academy, presented tools
for anew water management strategy, including cultural
exchanges of water-rel ated practices.

OTHER SESSIONS

ACTIONSTHROUGH PARTNERSHIP: Thissessionwas
convened by the Global Water Partnership (GWP). Opening the
session Emilio Gabrielli, GWP, said that partnershipsareaviable
mechanism for achieving results, sincethey create platformsfor
change and action, and are central to theimplementation of Inte-
grated Water Resource Management (IWRM). Fred Kimatte,
GWP, presented the Ugandawater partnership and outlined
approachesinrelation to public education and awareness, capacity
building and theinvolvement of stakeholders. Miguel Solanes,
GWR  highlighted elements of apartnership between Morocco and
Chileto share experiencesin creating marketsfor agricultural
products. Udo Gattenlohner, Living Lakes Campaign, provided an
overview of theLiving Lakes Partnership for the protection of
lakesand drinking water. He al so presented a case study onthe
protection of the St. LuciaWorld Heritage Sitein South Africa

Jozef Gayer, GWP, reported on aseriesof stakeholder
dialoguesinthe Central Eastern European region focusing on
water, food and the environment, governance, and finance. Michie
Kishigami, International Council for Local Environmental Initia-
tives Japan, reported theresults of anational study onwater
resource management in Japaneselocal governmentsand stressed
theimportance of capacity building and stakehol der involvement.
Apichart Anukularmphai, GWP, reported on partnershipsto
address policy changesin Southeast Asiaincluding national water
policy processes, budgetary procedures, and the management of

water river basins. Hilary Sunman, GWR, presented avideo
outlining the GWP’ stool box approach to supporting the devel op-
ment of IWRM.

A panel of partnership practioners presented their views,
focusing on how partnershi ps can addressimplementation chal -
lenges, producevisibleresults, devel op appropriateinstitutional
frameworks, and ensure stakehol der invol vement. Participants
emphasized the need for: creating trust between participants; opti-
mizing interestsand strengths of all partners; creating public
awareness and knowledge; and applying local knowledgeand
experienceintheimplementation of partnerships. In closing,
Gabrielli stressed the need for: well-defined objectivesfor
creating successful partnerships; increased dialogueamong all
stakeholders; partnershipsin both devel oped and devel oping
countries; clearly defined implementationrolesfor all stake-
holders; and increased synergies and complementarities between
variouswater management partnershipsand implementation orga-
nizations.

SPECIAL PROGRAMMES

WORLD WATER ACTIONS: Thissessionwasorganized
by the World Water Council (WWC). Opening the session,
Mahmoud Abu-Zeid, Egyptian Minister of Water Resourcesand
Irrigation, presented the recommendations of the World Water
Actionsreport, highlighting the proposal for the establishment of a
global monitoring systemto report on the state of theworld’s
water resourcesand progressin meeting the MDGs. He stressed
the need to deepen understanding and increase public awareness
of the benefits of water and improved water management. Fran-
coisGuerquin, Coordinator of the WWC'sWater Action Unit,
presented the database of water actions noting that 3000 world-
wide projectshad beenidentified. Margaret Cartley-Carlson,
GWP Chair, said the reporting methodol ogies should provide
greater detail on the substance of the projectsand suggested the
development of indicatorsfor ng water management and
implementation. Ravi Narayanan, Water Aid, stressed the need to
address future water management challengesin mega-citiesand
proposed the devel opment of awater action ranking similar tothe
UNDP Human Development Index.

Frank Rijsberman, International Water Management I nstitute,
emphasized the need to validate water projectsincludedinthe
database and proposed addressing water pricing and bottled water.
Kuniyoshi Takeuchi, International Hydrol ogical Society,
suggested that the Water Action Unit facilitate communication
between grassroots projectsand ensurethat local voicesare
included ininternational decision-making processes. Severa
participants proposed the database i nclude community-based
campaignsto address unsustai nable water management practices.
Other participants proposed that the report’ srecommendationscall
for the application of thefindings of the World Commission on
Dams, highlight the need to invest in watershed health, address
benefit sharing from international watercourses, and re-eval uate
impactsof the private sector and privatization policieson water
access and meeting basic needs.

THINGSTO LOOK FOR TODAY

| SSUES: Water and Climate, Water Supply, Sanitation,
Hygieneand Water Pollution, Water and Cultural Diversity, and
Water and Energy will be continuing today. Water, Food and Envi-
ronment, Water, Nature and Environment, and Water and Trans-
port will be opening.

REGIONAL DAY: The African Regiona Day will continue.

MAJOR GROUPS: The Water Journalist and the Gender and
Water Panelswill be held today.

CEREMONIES: Theaward ceremony of the Water Journal-
ists Competitionwill take placetoday.



